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THE BUDDHA'S ANTHROPOLOGICAL
DECLARATION : RACE IS A MYTH

- Chandra B. Varma

BUDDHA’S ANTHROPOLOGICAL DECLARATION
ON ONENESS OF RACE

The Anthropological Declaration on the oneness of the Human Race
discussed by the Buddha over twenty-five hundred years ago is not
only unique but also fascinating to the modern Anthropologist for
its original insight. Surprisingly, The Buddha has given the most
modern definition of the race that convincingly challenges any racist
or casteist outlook or criterion or claim.'

There the Buddha's definition of the race with the author's verbatim
translation is shown below:

Every species is unique due to its reproductive character linga that
accounts for its race or jati as being the differentia from other
species:

Tesam vo aham byakkhissam, anupubbam yathatatham
Jativibharigam pananam, anniamaiina hi jatiyo;

' For references and other details see Chandra B. Varma, Facets of Buddhism ch. 7.
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(@G 9T 3T AR, 3TY A7 |
ST 9ToT, 3TssiHseT fg Siaat |l

Further, to substantiate the above thesis the Buddha has given the
following arguments:

Every species viz., grass or tree vegetation has a unique reproductive
character as the differentia:

Tinarukkhepi janatha, na capi patijanare
Lingam jatimayam tesam, afiiamafina hi jatiyo;

(ToTEFE T ST, 7 9y qiesTR |

feTgr STITaHa o, 3TetHsoT {8 STTiaat Il

So is the case with the worms, insects and ants:

Tato ki_.te patarge ca, yava kunthakipillike;
Lingam jatimayam tesam, afiiamanna hi jatiyo.

(@ DI USF o, ATa HreATohUfoctsh |

feTg STITqHa o, 3TetHsoT {8 STIiaaT |l

So is the case with small and big quadrupeds:

Catuppadepi janatha, khuddake ca mahallake;
Linigam jatimayam tesam, aiiiamanna hi jatiyo

(IR ST, GEeh o HeooTs |
Tore siqwet 9, 3Tssr=aT fg stiaat )

So is the case with vertebrates like serpents or crawling creatures:

Padiidarepi janatha, urage dighapitthike;
Linigam jatimayam tesam, aiiiamanna hi jatiyo

(TS ST, 3T Qe |
feTg STITqHa oW, 2TeetHsoT T8 STTaaT Il

So is the case with the fish or the living beings of the water world:
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Tato macchepi janatha, odake varigocare;
Lingam jatimayam tesam, afiiamaiia hi jatiyo

(T Fee Ty ST, TS eh SR |
fore STifaq a4, 3T f& Siaat )

So is the case the birds or the living creatures that fly in the sky:

Tato pakkhipi janatha, pattayane viharigame;
Lingam jatimayam tesam, afiiamaiinia hi jatiyo.

(T TG ST, T foesH |
fors siqwet o, 3Tssr=aT fg sTaa )

However there exists some differentia

that makes one species different from the other
But there is no differentia among the humans
That would differentiate the human race:

Yatha etasu jatisu, lingam jatimayam puthu;
Evam natthi manussesu, lingam jatimayam puthu.

<] T ST, fotg s g |
Tg Afed B, forg stifom=l g |
Neither by hair; nor by head,

Neither by ears nor by eyes;

Neither by face nor by nose;
Neither by lips nor by brows:

Na kesehi na sisena, na kannehi na akkhibhi;
Na mukhena na nasaya, na otthehi bhamiihi va.

([ HATE T GG, T HUUITE 7 2AfHaf |
T e T 19, 7 SNigfe aqfe ol

Neither by neck, nor by shoulders;
Neither by belly nor by back;
Neither by buttocks, nor by chest;
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Neither by genitals; nor by copulation:

Na givaya na amsehi, na udarena na pitthiya;
Na soniya na urasa, na sambadhe na methune:

([ e = 374Te, T 35 7 ufgar|
= IO 7 379, 7 = T 1 )

Neither by hands, nor by feet;

Neither by fingers; nor by nails;

Neither by legs, nor by thighs;

Neither in complexion; nor by vocal cord

There exists no differential mark within the human species

Like the differentia for a species:

Na hatthehi na padehi, nanigulihi nakhehi va;
Na janighahi na urithi, na vannena sarena va;
Lingam jatimayam neva, yatha annasu jatisu.
([ EcfE 7 uRfe, Argile FefE |

T STETE 7 (e, 7 S0 WA 7 |

[oTg ST e, Fe 3Tesiy ST )

There exists no distinct (Paccatta) physiological character
Among the humans;
The peculiarities or differences (Vokara) among the homo sapiens,

are explained in generic terms (samafitiaya) for the name sake:

Paccattaiica sariresu manussesvetam na vijjati;
Vokaralica manussesu, samainiaya pavuccati.

(TeaTed TG A 7 fassiid |
SRR Ay, T geedid Il
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