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Exordium 

BUDDHA 
SPEAKS TO THE WORLD TODAY 

(i) 

We know - ‘cigarette smoking is injurious to health’: 
Still we smoke. 

We know the consequences of delusion  

Still we splash in deception; 

  

We know - ‘cigarette smoking is injurious to health’  
Still we ape the smoking heroes or icons. 

Charmed and blindfolded 

To happily step into the pitfalls. 

(ii) 

We know, the earth moves round the sun  

Yet, we find it stationery 

We know that the sun does not move round the earth 

Yet, we perceive to be so,  

And speak boldly - 

That 'the sun rises in the east and sets in the west' 

Thus we claim to have known the reality, through and through, 

Through the percept. 

  



2 A Handbook of Buddhist Pedagogy by Chandra B. Varma 
 

We perceive through the prisms of mind 

No wonder, some would view a scare-crow as a real man  

But some would view a man as an animal, and an animal a man. 

No vestigial awareness or viµµ¡na  

That we receive by sensory signals  

Can ever pass the test of knowledge; 

And without the right understanding  

Which we call paµµ¡  

No percept that we call saµµ¡  

Shall ever qualify for knowledge. 

 (iii) 

Thus vij¡nana, saµj¡nana and paj¡nana 

Or the vestigial sensory awareness, perception and understanding 

Are the three modes of cognition  

That we approach to know the reality. 

No cognition tells that worldly object shall be everlasting  

Yet, we believe - 
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And we chase the luscious delusions endlessly  

To look for nectar in the desert of life; 

And one day we close our eyes. 

(iv) 

We know that perception is no guarantee to reality  

Yet, in the desert of life 

We know that hatred stinks like putrid urine  

Still we splatter it in our mind 

We know the effects of nuclear holocaust 

Yet, we proliferate and stockpile the deadly weapons 

And decorate them in the drawing rooms of our mind 

Like a smok, who knows that 

- ‘smoking is injurious to health’ 



* 

A Handbook of Buddhist Pedagogy  

By Chandra B Varma 
The book is a pioneering work on the Buddhist Pedagogy. The critics 

often regard it as a 'Translator's Manual'  for ‎the interpretation or 

translation of any classical Buddhist text to arrive at its original 

meaning  in light of the sixteen Modes of ‎Communications or H¡ra-s, 

viz. Desan¡ (teachings or injunctions), Vicayo (investigation), Yutti 

(contextual appropriateness), Pada¶¶h¡na (footing or vestigial 

interpretations), Lakkha¸a (characteristics) and so on; six-fold 

syntactical analyses, namely,  Letter (akkhara), Term (pada), Phrasing 

(byaµjana), Etymology (nirutti), ‎Demonstration or Descriptive 

Analysis (niddesa), Syntax or mood ‎‎(¡k¡ra); and six kinds of semantic 

analyses by way of Exordium (sa´k¡san¡), Analysis (pak¡san¡), 

Description (vivara¸¡); Analysis (vibhajjan¡); stepwise classification ‎‎ 
(utt¡ni-kamma); and Conceptualisation (paµµatti).  

 

Finally, the Buddhist application of the five Naya-s or the Guiding 

Principles helps identification of perverse perceptions to correct our 

delusive understanding (moha). Thus, Nayas are conducive to right 

vision to show us the path to lead a morally wholesome life. The book 

is a window on the modern crises due to our perverse thoughts and 

reckless actions exacerbating corruptions, wars, terrorism and finally 

the advent of Anthropocene Age that forebodes complete extinction of 

the lives from the planet. Last but not least, the book gives practical 

solutions to the man-made crises in light of the Buddha' teachings. 
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